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NEWSLETTER 
 

December 2024 
 

 

Message from the Managing Secretary 
 

This Newsletter is late getting out as we wanted to include information about the 57th 
Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition to be held in Survey, BC, September 14 - 18, 
2025. The Conference is being chaired by Ron Cardinall, LECO Instruments. The 
website has been posted with information about the Conference. More information 
about the Conference is available on Page 2 of this Newsletter.  
 

The 2024 CMA Conference and Exhibition returned to its regular mid-September date following three 
years of cancellation due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2023 CMA Conference being held in late 
April, which was a dramatic change from the regular time of the year. A big thank you goes out to the 
ALS Metallurgical and New Gold Inc. organizing committee for putting on a successful 56th Annual CMA 
Conference and Exhibition in Kamloops, BC.   
 

The CMA wishes to thank individuals who have taken out 2024–2025 individual memberships. A big 
thank you is also extended to the eighteen 2024–2025 corporate members: Activation Laboratories; 
Agilent Technologies, Inc.; AnalytiChem; Anton Paar Canada Inc.; AssayNet Inc.; Argetest; Avantor, 
Bruker AXS LLC; Burgener Research Inc.; CALA; CDN Resource Laboratories, Ltd.; COVIA Canada 
Ltd.; New Gold Inc.- New Afton Mine; Prolite Systems Incorporated; Questron Technologies Corporation; 
Saskatchewan Research Council; STG Mining Supplies Ltd.; SV Analytical; and Thermo Fisher Scientific. 
A heartfelt thank you is especially extended to New Gold Inc. for making a special corporate donation of 
$2,500.00 towards the CMA scholarship program.  
 

The CMA is your organization, and your support is important to its financial viability. The membership 
year runs from September 1st to August 31st of the following year. It’s not too late to consider an individual 
or corporate membership for 2024–2025. Information on obtaining or renewing individual and corporate 
memberships can be found on the back pages of this Newsletter. Please consider attending the 57th 
Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition in Surrey, BC in September 2025 to ensure the Conference’s 
continued sustainability.  
 

Enjoy this edition of the CMA Newsletter. Feel free to distribute the Newsletter to everyone in your 
organization and your colleagues in the analytical industry.  
 

Everyone is encouraged to submit contributions for the 2025 Newsletter to be published in early 2026.  
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Sheraton Vancouver Guilford Hotel Downtown Surrey 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

57th Annual 
Canadian Mineral Analysts 
Conference and Exhibition 

 

September 14–18, 2025 
 

Sheraton Vancouver Guilford Hotel 
Surrey, British Columbia 

 

Conference Website: www.cma2025.com 
 

Information about registration, exhibitor booths, technical sessions, 
workshops, sponsorship, accommodation, social program, tours, etc. 

is posted or will be posted on the Conference website. 
 

Chair:  Ron Cardinall, LECO Instruments ULC 
E-mail: ron_cardinall@leco.com 

 

http://www.cma2025.com/
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Highlights of the 56th Annual CMA Conference 
and Exhibition, Kamloops, British Columbia 

 
The 56th Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition was held in Kamloops, British 
Columbia, September 8 - 12, 2024 at the Coast Kamloops Hotel & Conference Centre. 
Simone Bawtree and Brenda Tremblay, ALS Kamloops Metallurgical served as 
Conference Chairs with assistance from Kevin Strukoff and Elizabeth Sirianni, New Gold 
Inc.-New Afton Mine. The CMA Conference was well organized and thoroughly enjoyed 
by everyone who attended.  

 

Organizing Committee 
 

 

 
              Organizing Committee: Kevin Strukoff, Simone Bawtree, Brenda Tremblay, Elizabeth Sirianni 

 
 

Delegates and Guests 
 

There were 47 delegates and 2 guests.  
 

 



 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter – December 2024  Page 4 of 39  

 
 

    

    

    

 

Conference Sponsors 
 

A large thank you is extended to the 10 Conference sponsors and in-kind contributors for their support 
of the 56th Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition held in Kamloops, BC.   
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Exhibit Booths  
 

There were 23 exhibit booths with 42 exhibitors. 
 

 
AGAT Laboratories 

 
Agilent Technologies 

 
AnalytiChem 

 
Anton Paar 

 

AssayNet 
 

Avantor 
 

CALA 
 

CDN Resource Laboratories 

CEM Laboratories Delta Scientific 
 

Elemental Scientific 

 
Environmental Express / 

Katanax 

ISOSPARK Analytical Solutions 
 

LECO Instruments 

 
Levitt-Safety 

 
Malvern Panalytical 

 
Metrohm 

 
PerkinElmer 

 
Prolite Systems 

 
Questron Technologies 

 
Rigaku Americas 

 

STG Mining Supplies 
 

Thermo Fisher Scientific 
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Technical Papers 
 

There were 24 technical papers presented. There were difficulties in filling the technical session with 
papers from industry, academia and other organizations. As a result, the organizing committee invited 10 
students from Thompson Rivers University (TRU) in Kamloops, BC to present papers on their research. 
The papers were very informative and highlighted the high caliber of research being conducted at TRU.  
 

Best Technical Paper 
 

Brad McBain from AnalytiChem was the winner of the Best Technical Paper for his presentation 
"Reflections on the Geochemical Lab Industry: A Personal and OREAS-based Perspective.” A $500.00 
cash prize for the Best Technical Paper was presented by Glen Graham, STG Mining Supplies Ltd. to 
Brad. Carl Chan accepted the plaque and cash prize on behalf of Brad who could not attend the CMA 
Awards Luncheon. Following the CMA Conference, Glen Graham and Brad McBain got together on 
TEAMS so Glen could virtually present and congratulate Brad for receiving his award.  
 

 
Carl Chan receiving the Best Technical Paper 

Award from Glen Graham, STG Mining on 
behalf of Brad McBain 

 
Brad McBain proudly 
displaying his award 

 
TEAMS meeting with Glen Graham congratulating Brad 

McBain for his award 

 

Best Exhibit Booth 
 

Avantor won the Best Exhibit Booth, keeping their streak of continuous wins dating back to at least the 
late 1980s (or maybe longer!) going. Congratulations to Didier Vilain and Bill Clarke for putting the booth 
display together now that their number one elf, Lisa Atkins, has retired!  
 

 
Winner of the Best Exhibit Booth – Avantor 

Left to right: Bill Clarke, Didier Vilain 

 
Bill Clarke and Didier Vilain receiving the Best  

Exhibit Booth Award from Simone Bawtree 
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Workshops 
 

Two half-day, well-attended short courses were put on by Norman Lotter (‘Sampling Theory’) and Cathy 
Wylie, CALA (‘Training in the Laboratory’). Thank you to Norman and Cathy for instructing the courses 
that were very information and very well attended.  
 

 
Norman Lotter 

 
Cathy Wylie, CALA 

 

Wednesday Afternoon Social  
 

The Wednesday Afternoon Social consisted of a one-hour historic walking tour of the Kamloops 
downtown and a visit to the Kamloops Art Gallery.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday Morning Tours 
 

Two tours were conducted on Thursday morning. The first tour visited the New Gold Inc.–New Afton Mine 
mill and assay laboratory. 
 

The second tour was a Sustainability Tour of the BC Wildlife Park with presentation by a BC Wildlife Park 
educator discussing how the animals came to the Park, and the conservation issues connected to them.  

Walking Tour of Downtown Kamloops  
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Crusher inside the mill at New Gold Inc. – New 
Afton Mine 

Assay Lab at New Gold Inc. – New Afton Mine Burrowing Owl – BC Wildlife 
Park 

 

CMA Gala Banquet 
 

The highlights of the Gala Banquet included highly entertaining live music by the One-Man Band. Denis 
Clement, AGAT Laboratories joined in to make it a two-man band. Following dinner, Arnoux van der 
Westhuizen, FLSmidth, entertained everyone with his amazing card tricks.  
 

 
Banquet Entertainment:  One-Man Band joined by 

Denis Clement, AGAT Laboratories (right) 

 
Arnoux van der Westhuizen, FLSmidth, entertaining everyone with 

his amazing and mystifying card tricks 

 

 

CMA At The 2024 PDAC Annual Convention 

The CMA Managing Secretary attended the Annual Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 
(PDAC) Annual Convention in Toronto, Ontario, March 3 - 6, 2024. There were 26,926 delegates from 
138 countries in attendance at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre.  
 

The PDAC Convention also featured 492 investment forum exhibitors, and 1,054 trade show exhibitors 
that included approximately 40 laboratories, instrument manufacturers, and laboratory consumable 
suppliers.  
 

The PDAC Conference provided an excellent opportunity for networking and promoting the CMA and the 
upcoming 56th Annual CMA Conference in Kamloops, BC in mid-September 2024.  
 

Below are several photos of the trade show exhibit booths connected with analytical laboratories, etc.   
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Avantor 
 

STG Mining Supplies Ltd. 
 

CDN Resource Laboratories, Ltd. 

 
Agilent 

 
OREAS 

 
Blue Coast Research 

 

 

Announcement 

CMA Annual General Meeting  
Wednesday Afternoon, September 17, 2025 

 

The CMA Annual General Meeting will be held in conjunction with the 57th Annual CMA Conference and 
Exhibition, Surrey, BC on Wednesday afternoon, September 17, 2025 following the CMA Awards 
Luncheon.  
 

A summary of CMA activities and financial report for the period September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025 
will be presented.  
 

The CMA is your organization and your input is important. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

 

CMA Managing Secretary Report  

September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024  
 

Highlights of the CMA Managing Secretary report for the period September 1, 2023 to August 
31, 2024 were presented at the CMA Annual General Meeting (AGM) held September 11, 2024 
in conjunction with the 56 th Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition in Kamloops, BC. They 
include: 

• Sean Murry will continue as CMA Treasurer, and Ed Debicki will continue as CMA 
Managing Secretary. 

• Sean Murry and Ed Debicki will continue as the Steering Committee to 1) identify 
organizations to host the annual CMA Conference; 2) review and approve applications for 
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scholarships; and 3) review and approve equipment/instrument funding and program 
funding.  

• Sean Murry provided the CMA Financial Statement (see below), and indicated the CMA is 
in good financial shape. 

• Membership dues for 2023–2024 remained unchanged for individual members ($50), 
student, retired and inactive members ($25), and corporate members ($500).  

• For the 2023–2024 membership year ending August 31, 2024, there were: 53 CMA 
individual memberships; 1 lifetime membership; and 17 corporate memberships consisting 
of 1) AnalytiChem; 2) Analytik Jena US LLC; 3) Anton Paar Canada Inc.; 4) Bruker AXS 
LLC; 5) CALA; 6) COVIA Canada Ltd.; 7) GENEQ Inc.; 8) Geoscience Laboratories (Geo 
Labs); 9) Les systems Katanax Inc.; 10) Laval Lab Inc.; 11) MSALABS; 12) OREAS; 13) 
Prolite Systems Incorporated; 14) Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC); 15) STG Mining 
Supplies Ltd.; 16) Teck Metals Ltd. – Trail Operations; and, 17) VWR, Part of Avantor.  

• Revisions and updates to the CMA website were done in collaboration with the CMA 
webmaster.  

• CMA advertising and communication included updates to the CMA website, and publication 
of the 2024 CMA newsletter. This newsletter and previous newsletters are available on the 
CMA website.  

• The Program and Abstracts volume for the 55 th Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition 
held in Montréal, QC in April 2023 and the 2023 AGM Minutes were posted on the CMA 
website. On the ‘MEMBERS ONLY’ password-protected web page, a list of delegates and 
exhibitors with contact information; copies of the technical presentations; and Conference 
photographs were posted.  

 

 

CMA Financial Statement 
September 1, 2023 – August 31, 2024 

 
Comments Re: The 2023 – 2024 CMA Financial Statement (Prepared by Sean Murry, CMA Treasurer). 
 

1. There has been a nice increase in the Individual and Corporate Memberships.  
2. New Gold Inc. has very generously given the CMA a donation of $2,500.00 to be used for future 

scholarships.  
3. A new GIC for $15,000.00 was purchased. During COVID, $5,000.00 of the GIC reserves was 

used. With the new GIC purchase, the CMA is in a strong position in terms of our Reserve funds. 
4. Overall, our financial status is very strong enabling the CMA to continue offering scholarships and 

grants to appropriate institutions. Given the donation by New Gold Inc., the CMA should increase 
the scholarships from what is normally offered by $2,500.00.  
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People on the Move 
 

 

 

John Andrew 
 
Formerly with New Gold Inc. – New Afton Mine in Kamloops, BC in 
charge of the Assay Lab, followed by Processing Operations 
Superintendent, John has joined Hudbay Minerals Inc. as Mill Manager 
at the Copper Mountain Mine located in Tulameen, BC. 
 

John was the Chair of the 49th Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition 
held in Kamloops, BC in 2017. 

 

 

 

Kriss Leftwich 
 
Formerly with Proto Manufacturing in Taylor, MI as Application 
Specialist, Kriss is currently with Xenocs as Technical Sales Manager 
based in Los Angeles, CA. She has also taken on the role as 
Collections Manager: Mineral Sciences at the Natural History Museum 
of Los Angeles County in Los Angeles, CA. 
 

While with Proto Manufacturing, Kriss attended several CMA 
Conferences as an exhibitor and presenter of technical papers. 

 

 

 

Janice Pitre 
 
Formerly with Perkin Elmer, Malvern Panalytical as Project Manager, 
and Eddyfi Technologies as Project Manager, Janice has joined 
Université Laval in Québec, QC as Conseillère en developpement de la 
recherche, Faculté des sciences et de genie.  
 

Janice has attended several CMA Conferences in the past where she 
presented technical papers on various laboratory and analytical topics. 

 
 

 
Submit Your Notices for People on the Move: If you have a notice about a CMA member or colleague 
who has changed employers or professions that you would like to appear in the CMA Newsletter, please 
forward a photo or two and a brief write-up to Ed Debicki, CMA Managing Secretary.  
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Retirement – Lisa Atkins 
 

 
Lisa Atkins 

 
Fred Marcotte, Lisa Atkins and Didier Vilain – 

Best Exhibit Booth CMA 2023 

 
Peter Cavender, Lisa Atkins and Didier Vilan – 

Avantor Booth at PDAC Convention 2024 

 

Lisa Atkins retired from Avantor in the summer of 2024. Upon retirement she held the position of Mining 
Specialist – Canada with VWR International Co. / Anachemia – Part of Avantor.  
 

Lisa will continue to live in Cooks Creek located just outside Winnipeg, Manitoba.  
 

The CMA wishes Lisa all the best in her retirement!  
 

 
 

CMA Managing Secretary’s Note: Lisa attended many CMA Conferences. She was responsible for 
putting together the design of the Anachemia / Avantor exhibit booth with a focus of ensuring it would win 
the Best Exhibit Booth each year. She accomplished her goal very successfully as Anachemia / Avantor 
has won the Best Exhibit Booth consecutively since the late 1990s. A big thanks goes out to Lisa for the 
memories and laughs associated with the Anachemia / Avantor booths. 
 

 
 

Retirement and Tribute – George Feilders 
 

George Feilders, former owner and President of SCP Science, started 
his career after graduating from Concordia with a BSc. degree in 
Chemistry (1960–1964). From 1964 to 1977, George was a Sales 
Representative, Product Specialist and Sales Manager for Fisher 
Scientific. He then became Eastern Canadian Sales Manager for Jarrel 
Ash, a division of Fisher Scientific.  
 

George’s entrepreneurial spirit led him to form his own company in 1977, 
SCP SOLARSCP, a hobby company that specialized in solar heating 
products for swimming pools. The best products were roof-mounted 
solar panels and solar pool covers. The company distributed these 
products to dealers throughout Québec and the Atlantic Provinces, and 

also did dealer and end user installation and training related to solar panel heating systems.  
 



 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter – December 2024  Page 13 of 39  

 
 

In 1980, George formed SCP SCIENCE, originally based in St. Laurent (Montréal), Québec. As President 
and Owner, George made the company into a growing and successful entity for atomic spectroscopy and 
inorganic analytical chemistry in the laboratory marketplace.  
 

Originally established as the Canadian Distributor of Analytical Instruments, George and the SCP 
SCIENCE team were on the vanguard of establishing ICP and microwave digestion technology in the 
Canadian inorganic analytical community. George had the vision to understand that the future was to 
develop the SCP SCIENCE line of analytical equipment, not to remain a distributor. This led to the 
development of the very successful DigiPREP line of graphite block digestion systems as well as a variety 
of automated sample preparation and microwave digestion instruments.  
 

The evolution from distributor to manufacturer was not limited to equipment. In 1990, George took 
advantage of a major aqueous solutions supply agreement to develop the PlasmaCAL line of aqueous 
CRMs. An acquisition opportunity allowed him to expand this to the CONOSTAN line of metalorganic 
standards as well. The popularity of the DigiPREP systems with their disposable digestion tubes justified 
the expansion to manufacture well over one million DigiTUBES per year. The manufacturing of extruded 
pump tubing and quartz and glassware was also developed.  
 

After owning and running SCP SCIENCE for 42 years, George decided he wanted to retire and sold the 
company to AnalytiChem in 2022.   
 

In 2019, SCP SCIENCE employee, Don Thompson, convinced George that he should be the Chair and 
that the company should host the 52nd Annual Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) 
Conference in Montréal in 2020. COVID-19 came along in early 2020 and the CMA 
Conference was postponed three times until 2023. By then, George had sold SCP 
SCIENCE, and AnalytiChem assumed being host of the 55th Annual CMA Conference 
with Carl Chan as the Chair. During the initial planning stages of the CMA Conference, 
George felt that the CMA registration and exhibitor fees were much too low compared 

to other similar conferences he had attended throughout the world. George felt raising the Conference 
prices would be critical to ensuring the financial stability and future of the CMA.  
 

Prior to retirement, George was enjoying his winters in Florida and will continue to do so to escape the 
cold in Montréal.  
 

Tribute by Don Thompson:  
 

From my perspective George was a very proud and successful Canadian. He was focused on developing 
and manufacturing quality-made Canadian products that were proudly distributed through a network of 
worldwide distributors. It was clear when attending CMA events that SCP had positively impacted many 
of the exhibitors and many of the attendees as a responsible and recognized supplier. 
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Retirement – Gilles Groulx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gilles Groulx retired from ATS Scientific Inc. on July 2, 2025.  
 

Gilles graduated from Trent University with a M.Sc. degree and then worked for three years (1982–1984) 
at the University of Toronto in the Geology Building, handling nasty HClO4 and HF in wash-down fume 
hoods to do soil/sediment sample digestion for a very early generation ARL34000 series simultaneous 
ICP...(size of a car, and wow, we could analyze 17 elements at a time!). 
 

Gilles left the UofT lab and started a career as a technical sales rep with SCP Science for approximately 
5 years. He then moved to ATS Scientific for the remainder of his career, retiring as VP Sales and 
Marketing. 
 

Gilles remembers his first CMA Conference was in 1988 in Noranda, Québec. The CMA Conferences 
had several hundred attendees in those days, and fun casino nights and golf outings. 
 

Throughout his career, Gilles always enjoyed helping clients with analytical challenges. 
 

The CMA wishes Gilles a happy retirement!  His wife of 40 years signed him up to a gym membership 
with 12 personal trainer sessions over 3 months. He plans to play golf in a Wednesday mens’ golf league, 
and perhaps do some volunteering for ‘true seniors.’ The drum set he inherited from his late uncle who 
was a professional musician will also get some use as Gilles will be taking lessons. He plans to build a 
soundproof music man cave in the basement to play his jazz without driving the family crazy. If Gilles 
gets bored, he may consider some consulting work as he is fortunately only in his mid-60s and in good 
health. And of course, there will be the honey-do list of chores/updates around the house! 
 

 
 

Submit Retirment Notices: If you have a Retirement notice that you would like to appear in a CMA 
Newsletter, please a forward copy of the person’s photo (JPEG format) and a brief write-up to Ed Debicki, 
CMA Managing Secretary. 

 

 

 
Gilles Groulx (right) receiving the ISO 9001: 

2015 Certification from John Hill, President of 
Pioneer Performance Inc. 

 
Gilles Groulx at the ATS Scientific booth at the 

2023 CMA Conference in Montréal, QC 
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In Memoriam – John Gregorchuk 
 
 (June 20, 1945 – September 13, 2022) 
 

CMA Managing Secretary, 1999 – 2016 
 

Peacefully, at the age of 77, John Gregorchuk passed away Tuesday, September 13, 
2022 in Winnipeg, MB.  
 

He is survived by his wife of 50 years Alexandria “Lexie,” son Michael, daughter Julie, 
sister Mary, and brothers David and Paul.  
 

John was born on June 20, 1945, in Manchester, England to John and Rose 
Gregorchuk. As the son of a flying officer with the Royal Canadian Air Force, he lived 
in many different cities before the family ended up returning to Winnipeg. John 
received his education in Ontario, Nova Scotia and Manitoba. After graduating with 
his Bachelor of Science from Dalhousie University in 1967, he returned to Manitoba 

and began his career as a chemist. He went on to spend most of his working life in Manitoba with the 
Department of Energy and Mines for the Government of Manitoba. His career with the Mines Branch 
ended after 28 years, as chief chemist, when the lab he worked for was closed.  
 

Continuing with his love of science, he then went on to become Managing Secretary for 17 years with 
the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA). He always enjoyed going to their yearly conference, visiting a new 
town or experience, and, of course, seeing old friends. 
 

 
 

In Memoriam – Brad Warning 
 

(1963 – June 14, 2024) 
 

President, Prolite Systems Inc. 
 

Brad Warning, President and co-owner of Prolite Systems Inc. passed away on 
June 14, 2024.  
 
Brad was born in Edmonton, AB in 1963. After high school Brad went to work for 
the family business where he began operating HDPE fusion machines throughout 
North America. Brad eventually took over the family business and together with his 
wife Heather continued to build Prolite into the successful business that it is today. 
Brad was a brilliant businessman and had an encyclopedic knowledge of the 
industry. His commitment to producing only the best quality assay laboratory 
equipment was a top priority for Brad, and his employees ensured they met these 
high standards.  

 

Brad loved boating and spent many summers at the lake waterskiing with his family. He was an excellent 
hockey player and had a love for animals. Brad also had a passion for vintage cars, his favorite being his 
1966 Pontiac Lemans that he loved to take out on sunny days. He was proud to enter his car in some 
car shows where he even won a few trophies. Brad was an extremely kind, thoughtful, and generous 
person who would not hesitate to help anyone who needed it. He had an incredible sense of humour, 
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and no one could throw out a one liner like Brad! He truly was one of the great ones and will be missed 
by many.  
 

Prolite Systems Inc. was one of the first CMA Corporate Members, and Brad was a dedicated CMA 
supporter. He enjoyed attending the CMA Conference and Prolite has had an exhibit booth for many 
years. 
 

 
 

In Memoriam – Dr. Colin Dunn 
 

(February 20, 1941 – March 20, 2024) 
 

Colin Dunn passed away in the early morning of March 20, 2024, at the age of 83 
after a courageous battle with cancer. Despite this diagnosis and the related health 
challenges over his last year, Colin’s humour never faltered, even when in palliative 
care, and he stayed strong until the end. 
 

A proud family man, Colin leaves behind Sara, his devoted wife of almost 52 years, 
his adoring children – Kas (Jen, Winston) and Nina (David, Ella and Aidan) and his 
loving sister Shirley. 
 

Colin was passionate about geology, and he worked tirelessly for decades to 
advance the field of biogeochemistry as it relates to exploration and the analysis of 
biological materials. Following completion of his PhD at London University in 1972, 

Colin spent much of his career first at the Saskatchewan Geological Survey in central Canada and then 
at the Geological Survey of Canada (GSC; 1985–1998). Upon leaving the GSC, he and Sara moved to 
British Columbia, where he set up his flourishing consulting business which continued until recently. Colin 
was an active member of the Association of Applied Geochemists (AAG) and in 2014 was awarded its 
highest honour, the Gold Medal for excellence in mineral exploration using biogeochemistry. A glimpse 
into the variety of his projects and publications can be gleaned from his book ‘Biogeochemistry in Mineral 
Exploration’, published by Elsevier in 2007.  
 

Colin's cheerful attitude, friendliness, and great humour will be missed by all who knew him. 
 

 
 
Submit In Memoriam Notices: If you have an In Memoriam notice that you would like to appear in a CMA 
Newsletter, please forward a photo and a brief write-up to Ed Debicki, CMA Managing Secretary.  
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Mergers and Acquisitions 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Datamine Acquires AssayNet 
 

Datamine has announced the acquisition of AssayNet, a 
full-service provider of LIMS (Laboratory Information 
Management Systems) for mine site and environmental 
laboratories. 
 

AssayNet Inc. offers total data management for mine site 
lab operations and has developed a world-class, robust 
and highly scalable solution. Based in Canada, the 
company was founded in 2000, operates globally and 
services customers that range in size from small 
environmental laboratories to major mining companies. 
 

With the sale of AssayNet to Datamine, the former owners, 
Tanya Orduz and John Winterbottom, have now retired. 
Tanya and John had an exhibit booth at many recent CMA 
Conferences.  

 

 

 

 

Britannia Mining Solutions Acquires  
Paragon Geochemical Laboratories 

 
Paragon Geochemical Laboratories Inc. (Paragon) has 
been acquired by Britannia Mining Solutions Inc. (BMS).  
 

BMS, is a partially owned subsidiary of Canadian Stock 
Exchange-listed Britannia Life Sciences Inc. 

 

 
 
Submit Mergers and Acquisitions Notices: If you have a Mergers and Acquisitions notice that you would 
like to appear in a CMA Newsletter, please forward a brief write-up and the logos (JPEG format) of the 
organizations involved to Ed Debicki, CMA Managing Secretary.  
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Partnerships 
 

STG Mining Supplies Teams Up With MineConnect in Nevada 
 

 

Taking part in the photo, left to right, were Glen 
Graham, Director Business Development, Americas 
(STG), Sheldon Mudd, Executive Director (NNRDA), 
Adriel Garcia Sadler, General Manager (STG), 
Marisa Garcia Sadler, Office Administrator (STG), 
and Marla Tremblay, Executive Director 
(MineConnect) 

 
The Sudbury-based MineConnect organization, which has strong partnerships with the mining supply 
and service sector throughout Northeastern Ontario, is helping to build some new business ties with the 
mining community in northeastern Nevada, in the United States. 
 

MineConnect said in a recent news release that one of its members, STG Mining Supplies of British 
Columbia (with an office in Sudbury), had reported a favourable partnership with MineConnect, which 
also has office and warehouse facilities in Elko, Nevada. 
 

“The response we’ve received since establishing a presence in Elko has been incredible,” said Glen 
Graham, director of business development at STG Mining. “We recognized northeastern Nevada as a 
significant market, but having a local footprint has proven crucial in serving Nevada’s mining industry 
effectively.” 
 

Headquartered in BC, STG Mining is a global supplier specializing in equipment and consumables for all 
phases of mineral processing and analysis in a laboratory setting, said the release. The company services 
range from crushers, pulverizers, and splitters for sample preparation, to furnaces used in fire assays, 
and analytical equipment for precious metals determinations.  
 

STG also provides certified reference materials, crucibles, cupels, and general lab consumables and 
safety products essential for mining laboratories. 
 

MineConnect’s new Elko office is STG’s first and only warehouse in the United States. “We have 
collaborated with STG Mining for about a year to support their expansion,” said Sheldon Mudd, executive 
director of the Northeastern Nevada Regional Development Authority (NNRDA). “Thanks to their 
motivated and determined team, our efforts were relatively minimal.” 
 

STG Mining is a member of MineConnect, an Ontario-based industry trade organization known for its 
extensive network of members, regarded as the “Suppliers of Choice to the World.” With an office, 
warehouse, and service centre in Sudbury, Ontario, STG Mining qualifies and is an active member of 
MineConnect, said the release. 

https://www.stgmining.com/?utm_source=sudbury.com&utm_campaign=sudbury.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://mineconnectusa.com/#about?utm_source=sudbury.com&utm_campaign=sudbury.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
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“We’re excited to see another Ontario company expanding its services to Nevada’s thriving mining 
industry,” said Marla Tremblay, executive director of MineConnect. “Our partnership with the Silver State 
is strong, and we are pleased to see our service providers addressing challenges in Nevada’s mining 
sector.” 
 

In December, NNRDA launched the “Silver Link” program, designed to identify and recruit specific mining 
supply and service providers to enhance Northeastern Nevada’s supply chain. As part of this initiative, 
the “Master Links” element facilitates partnerships with trade organizations to streamline recruitment 
efforts, said the release. MineConnect was the first organization to join the program as a Master Link.  
 

“We are proud to announce that we have a new link in Nevada’s mining supply chain,” said Mudd. “This 
brings us closer to achieving a fully integrated mining industry in Nevada, from extraction to recycling.” 
 

Article from: www.Sudbury.com – Thursday, June 12, 2024.  
 

STG Mining Supplies is a CMA Corporate Member.  
  
 
Submit Partnerships Notices: If you have a Partnership notice that you would like to appear in a CMA 
Newsletter, please forward copies of the company logos (JPEG format) and a brief write-up to Ed Debicki, 
CMA Managing Secretary.  

 

 

CMA Scholarship Program  
 
The CMA provides scholarships to students who are enrolled in fire assaying and chemical technology 
programs at Canadian colleges. The awards are not only made on the basis of the student’s academic 
performance, but students are also evaluated by the college on their involvement, commitment and 
overall motivation toward pursuing a career in the Canadian mining laboratory industry. The CMA asks 
the college administrators of the scholarship programs to select students who have expressed a strong 
interest in working in the Canadian laboratory analytical and instrumentation industry upon graduation.  
 

Four CMA scholarships have been named in honour of CMA members who were long-time members 
and staunch supporters of the CMA and its activities. The individuals so honoured are Mr. James Tweed, 
Dr. Ian Devereux, Mr. Bill Clifford, and Dr. Eric Hoffman.  
 

The James Tweed BCIT Scholarship 
 

This scholarship is presented annually at the British Columbia Institute of 
Technology (BCIT) in Burnaby, BC. James Tweed, a founding member of the 
CMA and a past Managing Secretary had a lifetime commitment to the Canadian 
mining industry having worked 25 years with Dome Mines,10 years as a lab 
manager at Dome’s Sigma Mine in Val D’or, Québec, and 15 years as a lab 
supervisor at the Dome Mine property in Timmins Ontario.  
 

James passed away August 23, 1992. In 1992 at the Val d’Or, Québec 
conference it was decided to name a BCIT scholarship in his honour and award 
the scholarship to a student enrolled in the BCIT Assayer Certification Training 
Program. Assayer Certification in BC started in 1895. 
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His feelings for the CMA are best reflected in these words from his last Managing Secretary’s report in 
1989: “I like to think that our success as an organization is due to many factors such as good fellowship, 
a chance to discuss problems with your peers, and an opportunity to see and discuss the latest 
technology with a variety of exhibitors.” “I also think it is important for our membership to attend our 
annual meetings as it gives them a break from the daily grind, and I am sure they all return to their 
respective laboratories with a sense of renewal”.  
 

The Ian Devereux BCIT Scholarship  
 

Created in 2009 at the Bathurst, New Brunswick CMA conference, the Ian 
Devereux Scholarship is presented annually to a student enrolled at a 
Canadian college. Before his retirement, Dr. Ian Devereux was the Managing 
Director and owner of Rocklabs, a company that manufactured sample 
preparation equipment for the mining industry. Rocklabs was recently 
purchased by Scott Technologies Inc.  
 

Ian had a M.Sc. (Honours) degree in Chemistry and a Ph.D. in Geochemistry. 
He was a Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of Chemistry and Australasian 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgy. His professional achievements included 
receiving the ANZAC Fellow award from the Australian Government and the 
1996 Mineral Industry Operating technique award from the AusIMM. Dr. 
Devereux was a CMA member from 1967 to 2020, and was presented with a Lifetime Membership in 
2008 in recognition of his contributions to the organization. As an international traveler, Dr. Devereux 
promoted the CMA worldwide, and was a long-time advocate of CMA. Ian passed away April 25, 2020.  
 

The Bill Clifford CÉGEP Scholarship  
 

Created in 2015, the Bill Clifford Scholarship is awarded annually by the Canadian Mineral Analysts 
(CMA) to a student enrolled in a Canadian college.  
 

Bill worked in the mining industry for over 50 years. He was well known and respected for his knowledge 
of the methods, products, the business, his integrity and professionalism. He was a calm, caring individual 
and always a gentleman.  
 

After graduating from high school, Bill started working for Swastika Laboratories in Swastika, Ontario, 
which is part of the extended “gold camp” of Kirkland Lake, Ontario. The main service of the lab was 
assaying for gold content, working with exploration companies and established mines.  
 

Bill started in the sample preparation room of the lab while learning the trade 
from the co-owners: Mr. William Gerrie and Dr. Douglas Ker-Lawson. Under 
their mentorship, Bill learned everything from sample preparation to all 
aspects of wet chemical analysis and fire assaying.  
 

Bill moved on to X-Ray Assay Laboratories Ltd., a commercial laboratory in 
Toronto, where he worked in the Analytical Lab preparing samples and 
analyzing them using X-ray fluorescence and atomic absorption methods. 
He then moved on to work as the Chief Assayer at Dome Mines, South 
Porcupine, Ontario, for 11 years. There, he was responsible for all aspect of 
the department: personnel, budget, capital expenditures, purchasing, as well 
as ensuring the quality of analysis of 300+ samples a day – all with a keen 
focus on new method development.  
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Bill joined Mines Assay Supplies in 1986 as the General Manager: his knowledge of the business and 
products dovetailed nicely into sales. Mines Assay was purchased by Anachemia Science in 1993. Bill 
managed the Kirkland Lake Branch for 11 years before moving to a Director of Sales position at 
Anachemia in the Vancouver Office where he worked until he retired.  
 

Bill became a member of the Canadian Mineral Analysis in 1976 and he remained active until his passing 
in May 2015. He was Secretary and Treasurer for many years. When mining had slow years, and there 
was some doubt that the annual conference would happen, Bill took up the cause and was known at the 
annual event to be always on the lookout for someone who would commit to “Host” the next conference. 
Bill was instrumental in ensuring the CMA continued each year. He was also instrumental in assisting 
Jack Simmons to set up the Society of Mineral Analysts in the US (an organization that is now dormant). 
 

Bill was very passionate about, and committed to, the continuing education of people who were interested 
in entering the mining industry. This was evidenced through not only his active membership in the CMA 
and SMA, but also through the mentorship and support he offered others.  
 

Over the years, Bill never stopped growing or learning. He took a two-year course in General Chemistry, 
a course to study conversational French, safety courses, photography, and golf lessons, to name a few. 
He volunteered for the United Way, the CNIB, the Canadian Red Cross, the United Church, and a 
Christmas Food Fund. In addition, he coached soccer, and was an avid Toronto Maple Leafs fan. He 
also enjoyed his annual family fishing trips and treasured his family.  
 

The Eric Hoffman Scholarship  
 

Created in 2016, the scholarship is presented annually by the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) to a 
student enrolled in a Canadian college. Eric Hoffman was an economic geologist with over 30 years 
experience in minerals exploration, analysis, and management. He passed away on July 10, 2015.  
 

Eric received his B.Sc. (Hons.) in Geology in 1974, and his M.Sc. in Geology in 
1975, both from McGill University. In 1974, Eric was awarded the Logan Gold 
Medal for Highest Standing and graduated with First Class Honours with Great 
Distinction. He received his Ph.D. in Geology from the University of Toronto in 
1978.  
 

In 1987, Eric established Activation Laboratories Ltd. (Actlabs) Group of 
Companies with a focus on commercializing innovative technologies with the 
highest quality standards for the minerals, metallurgy, petroleum, life sciences, 
environmental, forensics, material testing and agricultural industries.  

 

He achieved global success by growing Actlabs into 27 laboratories in 12 countries. In 2014, Actlabs 
opened a new 200,000 square foot global headquarters in Ancaster, Ontario. Eric was a long-time 
member of the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA), a regular attendee at the annual CMA Conference, 
and an active participant at the annual CMA business meetings.  
 

The Canadian Innovation Leader Award was presented to Eric in 2009 by the Government of Canada. In 
2013, Eric received the Association of Applied Geochemists’ Gold Medal for outstanding scientific 
achievement in applied geochemistry. 
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BCIT Scholarships – 2024 
 
In 2024, the CMA awarded two $1,000 scholarships to two students at the British Columba Institute of 
Technology (BCIT) in Burnaby, British Columbia.  
 

• James Tweed Scholarship: $1,000.00 - Su Yamin Tun (see photo and ‘Thank You’ letter below) 

• Eric Hoffman Scholarship: $1,000.00 - Tan Lan Tram (see ‘Thank You’ letter below) 
 

Thank you letter from Su Yamin Tun, recipient of the 2024 James Tweed Scholarship 
 

Dear Donor from CMA,  
  

I would like to express my appreciation for your generous donation for “The James Tweed CMA 
Award-$1000.” This award has recognized my hard work, commitment in community and 
continuation into the Mining Industry. This also inspires me in a good way that you are still 
contributing into our future by supporting students like us.  
  

Personally, as an international student, this award means everything to me. It helps me reduce my 
financial stress. I could not show enough gratitude for it. I would like to share a good news with you 
as well that I am working as an Assay Lab Technician for Eskay Creek Mine Site, Skeena 
Resources right after I finished my program. 
  

You are in my prayers, thank you forever for your support in one point of my life where my hard work 
is recognized and supported. I wish you a very happy and healthy summer. Thank you. 
  

Yours Truly, 
 

Su  

 
Su Yamin Tun at graduation 

 
Thank you letter from Tan Lan Tram, recipient of the 2024 Dr. Eric Hoffman Scholarship 

 

Dear The Eric Hoffman Award Representative:  
 

My name is Tan Lam Tran, and I was selected for the Eric Hoffman CMA Award. Thank you for such 
kindness and generosity of a gift of yours. The moment I got the notification, my heart dropped a 
beat, and I could not contain my excitement when I shared the news with my family. This is my first 
ever recognized academic achievement so I will cherish every moment. I will continue to study for 
the next two years to get the bachelor’s degree which brings me a step closer to my dream job 
working in a water treatment plant. Once again, thank you for your support.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Tan Lam Tram 
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CALA Connects 2025 
Conference & Exhibition 

 
The CALA Connects Conference & Exhibition has become an annual event.  
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Lab Humour 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Periodic Table of Lickability)  

(https://kottke.org/24/04/can-i-lick-it-yes-you-can) 
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Down Memory Lane 
 

In 2006, the 38th Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition was held in Vancouver, BC. It was hosted by 
British Columbia Institute of Technology, Anachemia Science, and ALS Chemex. Elaine Woo from BCIT 
served as Conference Chair with Roy Hogarth (Co-chair), Wes Johnson, Sharon Cameron, Lawrence 
Ng, Kevin Bunten, Bill Clifford and Rick Morency also serving on the Organizing Committee.   
 

After a nineteen  year absence, the CMA Conference will return to Vancouver (Surrey), BC on September 
14–18, 2025.  
 

Below are several photos from the 2006 CMA Conference.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Practical QA/QC  
 

A significant paper was recently published on the practical applications of quality assurance and quality 
control related to the mining industry. The paper is titled: “Practical applications of quality assurance and 
quality control in mineral exploration, resource estimation and mining programmes: a review of 
recommended international practices”. It is authored by Barry Smee, Lynda Bloom, Dennis Arne and 
David Heberlein. 
 

The paper can be accessed by going to:  
 

https://www.lyellcollection.org/doi/epub/10.1144/geochem2023-046 
 

Abstract: Independent quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) programmes are required by 
reporting codes for publicly listed companies and are necessary to optimize data quality at all stages of 
the sampling, preparation and analytical processes involved in mineral exploration, resource estimation 
and mining grade control.  
 

QA/QC programmes should be adjusted over time to meet changing requirements in data quality at 
different stages of mineral resource development and exploitation. Certified reference materials are used 
to monitor accuracy and bias at the project laboratory relative to consensus values for the material from 

https://www.lyellcollection.org/doi/epub/10.1144/geochem2023-046
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round-robin certification analyses. They are also used to monitor drift over time within an individual 
laboratory and to identify significant failures in QC at the analytical batch level caused by abrupt changes 
in concentration related to re-calibration of instruments or procedural changes at the laboratory.  
 

Duplicate analyses of sample material are generated at key stages of sampling and preparation to 
estimate the precision of data generated at each stage. Invariably, the largest source of uncertainty 
occurs during the initial sampling. Coarse blanks are used to monitor cross-contamination between 
samples or from sample preparation equipment. Furthermore, each of these QC sample types can be 
used to discover possible sample mix-ups. 

 

 

Laboratory Design – Practical Lessons 
 
Russ Calow, Analytical Laboratory Consultant, shares some practical tips in the design and renovation 
of laboratory facilities based on his many years of experience.  
 

In the last twenty years I have been privileged to design over 90 laboratory facilities in 
the Environmental, Geochemical and Metallurgical testing industries. Of those 90+ 
laboratories I've also directly project managed the construction of 32 laboratories in 7 
different countries. This significant experience means that there is not much that I have 
not seen when it comes to good designs/bad designs (yes, I have both in my resume), 
good engineering/bad engineering, good constructors/bad constructors and good 
startups/bad startups.  

 

Here are 12 things that I have learned: 
 

1. Architectural, mechanical and electrical design drawings are never correct, always get as-built 
drawings before starting a design. 

2. Renovating existing buildings into laboratories or expanding working laboratories are the most 
difficult design and construction projects.  

3. Very few mechanical engineers truly understand air handling and HVAC, especially in the context 
of a laboratory that is changing the inside air every 10 to 20 minutes.  

4. Very few mechanical engineers and construction companies have tackled anything as complex as 
a laboratory.  

5. It is okay to leave empty spaces and empty rooms in order to minimize efficiency-killing staff and 
sample movement in a laboratory facility.  

6. Perchloric acid fume handling systems are the single most important aspect of a geochemical wet 
laboratory's infrastructure. The danger of perchloric acid explosions is always present in 
laboratories that use this acid in their digestion procedures. 

7. Architects never want to create enough room in the ceiling to handle ducting and other 
infrastructure. As a laboratory designer I've had to argue long and hard to get architects to 
understand the need for 2 to 3 metres of clear space between the tops of ceilings and roof 
structural elements.  

8. Laboratories are noisy and the design must take into account noise mitigation to ensure that the 
facility does not run into trouble with neighbors and regulators post startup.  

9. The laboratory must be designed so that large equipment can easily move in and out of the facility 
through hallways and doors, pre- and post-facility startup.  

10. Laboratory safety is as much about the laboratory design as how the staff use and work in the 
space.  
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11. Noxious and dangerous dust control is not just about dust control/removal systems but is also 
about the workspaces and controlling the movement of air in and out of the dust filled areas.  

12. Laboratory personnel will not always work in/use the designed work spaces the way initially 
planned. As a result, you always need to design with future process changes in mind so that a 
workspace can be adapted/changed without significantly impacting dust or fume removal, or 
electrical or lighting infrastructure.  

  

If you are embarking on a new laboratory design or an existing laboratory renovation, I hope I've given 
you some key points to consider.  

 

https://www.labmanager.com/lab-construction-renovation-a-managers-point-of-view-19753 
 

 

Geoscience Laboratories (Geo Labs)  – 
Cambrian College Co-op Placement Video 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Geoscience Laboratories (Geo Labs), based 
in Sudbury, ON, is the winner of the 2025 
Cambrian College Employer Award of 
Distinction. This award recognizes an 
employer that has demonstrated exemplary 
support for Cambrian students and 
graduates.  
 

Geo Labs is a strong partner of Cambrian, 
and each year, its staff mentors students 
through co-ops, provides career opportunities 
for graduates, and supports in-class learning 
by donating equipment and participating on 
the Chemical Engineering Technician/ 
Technology Program Advisory Committee. 
 

 

The video honouring the Geo Labs can viewed at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFbJwViVr3Q 

 

 

Hot Off the Press – Elemental Analysis:  
ICP-MS, ICP-OES, AAS, XRF 

 

This 2nd edition of ‘Elemental Analysis’ is authored by Frank Vanhaecke, Jose Luis Todoli, Gerhard 
Schlemmer and Michael Hinds. It is available on www.amazon.ca for $92.90.  

 

https://www.labmanager.com/lab-construction-renovation-a-managers-point-of-view-19753
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFbJwViVr3Q
http://www.amazon.ca/
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CDN Laboratories – Mr. Dirt Videos 
 

CDN Laboratories has produced a series of Dr. Dirt videos to educate everyone on certified reference 
materials (CRMs), and how to choose, prepare and use these ore standards.  
 

To view the videos go to:  https://cdnlabs.com/dr-dirt/ 
 

 
 

 

2024 – 2025 CMA Corporate Members 
 

Listed below are the eighteen (18) CMA Corporate Members for 2024–2025. The CMA corporate 
membership year runs from September 1st to August 31st of the following year. 
 

 
Michael Hinds holding the 2nd Edition of Elemental Analysis 

https://cdnlabs.com/dr-dirt/
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The contact information for each 2024 – 2025 Corporate Member is included below. Please take the time 
to thank each of them for their support of the CMA.  
 

1. Activation Laboratories (ACTLABS) 
2. Agilent Technologies Inc.  
3. Anton Paar Canada Inc. 
4. Argetest 
5. AssayNet Inc. 
6. Avantor 
7. Bruker AXS LLC 
8. Burgener Research Inc  
9. CALA 
10. CDN Resources Laboratories, Ltd.  
11. COVIA Canada Ltd. 
12. New Gold Inc. – New Afton Mine (Gold Scholarship Corporate Members) 
13. Prolite Systems Incorporated 
14. Questron Technologies Corporation 
15. Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) 
16. STG Mining Supplies Ltd.  
17. SV Analytical 
18. Thermo Fisher Scientific  
 
 

 
Ed Debicki presenting a 2024 – 2025 Gold Sponsor certificate to Elizabeth 

Sirianni, New Gold Inc. for their $2,500.00 donation to the CMA Scholarship fund 
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In 2024, New Gold Inc. – New Afton Mine made a $2,500.00 donation to the CMA Scholarship fund. New 
Gold Inc. has been recognized as a CMA Gold Sponsorship Corporate Member. This is the first donation 
of its kind to the CMA Gold Sponsorship fund.  
 
The CMA welcomes Argetest and SVL Analytical as first-time CMA Corporate Members.   

2024–2025 CMA Corporate Members 
Thank you to these CMA Corporate Members for their support of the CMA 

 

Activation Laboratories Ltd. (ACTLABS) 
 41 Bittern Street 
Ancaster, ON  L9G 4V5  Canada 
Tel. (905) 648-961  Ext. 126 
Contact:  Rob Hoffman 
               Regional Manager 
E-mail:     robhoffman@actlabs.com 
Website:  www.actlabs.com 

 

Agilent Technologies Canada Inc. 
2850 Centerville Road 
Wilmington, DE  19808 U.S.A.  
Tel. (574) 350-4339 
Contact:  Megan Thiel 
                Marketing Communications Specialist 
E-mail:  meg.thiel@agilent.com 
Website:  www.agilent.com    

 

Anton Paar Canada Inc. 
2920 rue de Miniac 
Saint Laurent (Montréal), QC H4S 1N5 Canada 
Tel. (514) 788-4862 
Contact: Garine Sarkissian 
               Marketing Manager 
E-mail: garine.sarkissian@anton-paar.com 
Website: www.anton-paar.com  

mailto:robhoffman@actlabs.com
http://www.actlabs.com/
mailto:meg.thiel@agilent.com
http://www.agilent.com/
mailto:garine.sarkissian@anton-paar.com
http://www.anton-paar.com/
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Argetest 
Ivek OSB 354 
Cad. 1358, Sok No. 43-45 
Ivedik, Yenimahalle 
Ankara, Turkey 
Tel. 90 312 395 77 95 
Contact:  Naz Duran 
               Mineral Processing Engineer 
E-mail:   naz.duran@argetest.com 
Website: www.argetest.com 

 

AssayNet Inc.  
403 – 17 York Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1N 5S7  Canada 
Tel. (613) 295-1189 
Contact:  Alex Kawabe 
               General Manager  
E-mail:     alex.kawabe@assaynet.com  
Website:  www.assaynet.com 

 

Avantor – VWR / Anachemia 
2360 Argentia Road 
Mississauga, ON  L5N 5Z7  Canada 
Tel: (289) 290-0814 
Contact: Didier Vilain 
               Vice President & General Manager 

Global Mining Lab Business 
E-mail:    didier.vilain@avantorsciences.com 
Website: www.avantorsciences.com 

 

Bruker AXS LLC 
5465 East Cheryl Parkway 
Madison, WI  53711  U.S.A. 
Tel. (800) 234-9729 
Contact: Siddharth (Sid) Pharasi 
              Senior Sales Representative – 
              Canada Sales – XRD / XRF / XRM 
E-mail:    siddharth.pharasi@bruker.com 
Website: www.bruker.com 

 

Burgener Research Inc.  
103 – 9710 Second Street 
Sidney, BC  V8L 3C4 Canada 
Tel. (778) 351-1906 
Contact:  Mirah Burgener 
               Vice President 
E-mail:     mirah@burgener.com 
Website:  www.burgener.com 

mailto:naz.duran@argetest.com
http://www.argetest.com/
mailto:alex.kawabe@assaynet.com
http://www.assaynet.com/
mailto:didier.vilain@avantorsciences.com
http://www.avantorsciences.com/
mailto:siddharth.pharasi@bruker.com
http://www.bruker.com/
mailto:mirah@burgener.com
http://www.burgener.com/
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CALA 
102 – 2934 Baseline Road 
Ottawa, ON  K2H 1B2  Canada 
Tel. (613) 295-1189 
Contact: Kevin McKinley 

President and CEO 
E-mail:     kmckinley@cala.ca 
Website:  www.cala.ca 

 

CDN Resources Laboratories 
2 – 20148  102 Avenue 
Langley, BC  V1M 4B4 Canada 
Tel. (604) 882-8422 
Contact: Mitchell Wihlidal 
              Vice President – Business Development 
E-mail:    mitchell@cdnlabs.com 
Website: www.cdnlabs.com 

 

Covia Canada Ltd.  
260 Unimin Road 
Havelock, ON  K0L 1Z0  Canada 
Tel. (705) 877-2212 
Contact: Duncan Shaw, Quality Control and  
              Environmental Supervisor  
E-mail:    duncan.shaw@coviacorp.com 
Website: www.coviacorp.com 
 

 

New Gold Inc. – New Afton Mine 
PO Box 948, Station Main 
Kamloops, BC  V2C 5N4  Canada 
Tel. (250) 377-2825 
Contact:  Kevin Strukoff 
               Lab General Supervisor  
E-mail:   kevin.strukoff@newgold.com 
Website: www.newgold.com 

 

Prolite Systems Incorporated 
20127 113B Avenue 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X 0Z1 Canada 
Tel. (604) 460-8250 
Contact:  Miki Kumano 
               Operations Manager 
E-mail:   accounting@prolitepiping.com 
Website: www.prolitepiping.com 

mailto:kmckinley@cala.ca
http://www.cala.ca/
mailto:mitchell@cdnlabs.com
http://www.cdnlabs.com/
mailto:duncan.shaw@coviacorp.com
http://www.coviacorp.com/
mailto:%20kevin.strukoff@newgold.com
http://www.newgold.com/
mailto:%20%20accounting@prolitepiping.com
http://www.prolitepiping.com/
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Questron Technologies Corporation 
14A -6660 Kennedy Road 
Mississauga, ON  L5T 2M9  Canada 
Contact:   Manjinder (Manny) Phull 

President & CEO 
E-mail:     manny@questron.ca 
Website:  www.questron.ca 

 

Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) 
Bay 2D, 820 51st Street 
Saskatoon, SK  L7K 0X8  Canada 
Tel. (306) 385-4019 
Contact:   Robert Millar 

Manager, Geoanalytical Laboratories 
E-mail:    robert.millar@src.sk.ca 
Website: www.src.sk.ca 

 

STG Mining Supplies Ltd. 
115 – 1647 Broadway Street 
Port Coquitlam, BC  V3C 6P8  Canada 
Tel. (604) 770-4204 
Contact:  Adrián Garcia 
               Managing Director 
E-mail:    agarcia@stgmining.com 
Website: www.stgmining.com 

 

SV Analytical 
PO Box 929 
One Government Gulch 
Kellogg, ID  83837-0929  U.S.A. 
Tel. (208) 784-1258  Ext. 229 
Contact:  Niall Snapp 
               Chemist 
E-mail:    niall@svl.net 
Website: www.svl.net 

 

Thermo Fisher Scientific  
4 – 2845 Argentia Road 
Mississauga, ON  L5C 1S2  Canada  
Contact:  Laurie de Rozario 
Marketing Manager for CMD Canada 
E-mail:    laurie.derozario@thermofisher.com 
Website: www.thermofisher.com 

mailto:manny@questron.ca
http://www.questron.ca/
mailto:robert.millar@src.sk.ca
http://www.src.sk.ca/
mailto:agarcia@stgmining.com
http://www.stgmining.com/
mailto:niall@svl.net
http://www.svl.net/
mailto:laurie.derozario@thermofisher.com
http://www.thermofisher.com/
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Information on how your organization can become a 2024–2025 CMA Corporate Member can be found 
on the last page of this Newsletter. Corporate Membership for your organization is also available as part 
of your registration for the Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition.  

 

 

Call for Interest in Hosting a 
Future CMA Conference and Exhibition 

 
The CMA Conference and Exhibition relies on individuals and organizations to volunteer to organize and 
host the annual Conference. Currently, the CMA is canvassing its members, exhibitors and other 
interested parties to secure a host and venue for a future Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition to be 
held in mid-September each year.  
 

The CMA Conference is located in a Canadian city when an organization steps forward to host the event. 
Ideally, the annual CMA Conference and Exhibition should shift back and forth between Eastern Canada 
and Western Canada.  
 

If you are interested in hosting a future CMA Conference and Exhibition, please contact Ed Debicki, 
Managing Secretary.  

 

 

Members-only Page on CMA Website 
 
At the 2017 CMA Business Meeting held in Kamloops, BC, a decision was made to no longer produce a 
Conference DVD with delegate and exhibitor lists, technical papers, photographs, etc. The rationale for 
this decision was to eliminate the cost of producing and mailing the DVD, plus the changes in computer 
technology wherein many computers no longer have a DVD player.  
 

In its place, a Members Only page was established on the CMA website. The content consists of the list 
of delegates and exhibitors, technical papers, and photographs for each annual Conference starting with 
the 2017 CMA Conference. Only the technical papers are included for authors who have agreed to have 
their presentations on the website. The Members Only page is accessible to CMA individual and 
corporate members, and the delegates and exhibitors of the annual CMA Conference and Exhibition. It 
is accessible by username and password. The username and password is provided by e-mail upon 
request to the CMA Managing Secretary.  

 

 

Newsletter Submissions for Next Issue 
 
Submissions (Retirement Notices, People on the Move, Mergers and Acquisitions, Partnerships) for the 
Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter are always welcome. Feel free to send in news and updates 
that will be of interest to the CMA membership.  
 

The next issue of the CMA Newsletter is scheduled for December 2025. Submissions should be 
forwarded to Ed Debicki, Managing Secretary, no later than December 19, 2025.  
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CMA Individual and Corporate Memberships 
 
The CMA relies on individual and corporate memberships, and revenue from the Annual CMA 
Conference and Exhibition to fund the scholarships offered to students studying fire assaying and 
chemical engineering technology at Canadian colleges. These students are the future of our industry. 
The CMA is your organization, and your 2024–2025 memberships and corporate memberships 
(September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025) are very important. Membership application forms are attached 
at the end of this Newsletter. 

 

 

CMA Individual Membership for 2024–2025 
 
The Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) invites you to become an Individual Member. The membership 
year runs from September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025.  
 

An Individual Membership Form is included at the end of this Newsletter. The Individual Membership 
Form and the Benefits of Individual Membership can be found on the CMA website on the ‘Individual 
Membership’ page at:  
 

http://www.canadianmineralanalysts.com/Individual-Membership.html 
 

Individual Membership Fees for 2024 – 2025:  Renewal / New:  $50.00 
Senior (65 and over) / Inactive:  $25.00 
Student:  $25.00 

 

The completed Form and payment (cheque payable to ‘Canadian Mineral Analysts’) can be mailed to Ed 
Debicki, Managing Secretary, to the address on the Form. 
 

Payment can also be made using Interac e-Transfer by sending an e-mail to Sean Murry, CMA Treasurer, 
at e-mail: wsmurry@hotmail.com. Be sure to send Sean Murry the answer to your secret question.  
 

If you have a 2024–2025 CMA individual membership, your registration fee for the 2025 CMA Conference 
will be reduced by the value of your membership (either $50.00, or $25.00 for Senior / Inactive / Student 
member).  

 

 

CMA Corporate Membership for 2024–2025 
 
The Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) invites all companies and organizations to become a Corporate 
Member for 2024–2025. The membership year runs from September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025.  
 

A Corporate Membership Form is included at the end of this Newsletter. The Corporate Membership 
Form and the Benefits of Corporate Membership can be found on the CMA website on the ‘Corporate 
Membership’ page:  
 

http://www.canadianmineralanalysts.com/Corporate-Membership.html 
 

Corporate Membership Fee for 2024–2025:  Renewal / New:  $500.00 
 

http://www.canadianmineralanalysts.com/Individual-Membership.html
mailto:wsmurry@hotmail.com
http://www.canadianmineralanalysts.com/Corporate-Membership.html
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The completed Form and payment (cheque payable to ‘Canadian Mineral Analysts’) can be mailed to Ed 
Debicki, Managing Secretary, to the address on the Form. 
 

Payment can also be made using Interac e-Transfer by sending an e-mail to Sean Murry, CMA Treasurer, 
at e-mail: wsmurry@hotmail.com. Be sure to send Sean Murry the answer to your secret question.  
 

Note: For exhibitors registering for the 57th Annual CMA Conference in Surrey, BC, the Exhibitor Booth 
registration form provides your company with the opportunity to purchase a 2025–2026 CMA Corporate 
Membership.  

 

 

 

Overview of the 
Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) 

 
The Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA), formed in 1969, is an association of:  
1. Canadian earth science, mineral exploration and mining analytical laboratories in government, 

academic institutions, the mining industry, and the private/commercial sector;  
2. manufacturers and suppliers of instruments and equipment for analytical laboratories; and  
3. suppliers of laboratory consumables.  

 

The mission of the CMA is to ‘communicate analytical technologies in the Canadian mining industry.’ One 
of the ways it does this is through its annual Conference and Exhibition, which is held in mid-September 
in a different Canadian city. The first Conference was held in Rouyn–Noranda, Québec in 1969.  
 

The CMA is a not-for-profit organization with membership dues and proceeds from the annual CMA 
Conference and Exhibition used to provide:  
1. scholarships for Canadian college and university students studying fire-assaying and/or chemical 

engineering technology, and 
2. equipment and program grants to qualified fire-assaying and/or chemical engineering technology 

programs in Canadian colleges and universities.  
 

The CMA membership year was revised in 2018 to run from September 1st to August 31st of the following 
year. The 2024–2025 membership year runs from September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025.  
 

The CMA does not have a formal executive committee. Instead, it operates with a Steering Committee. 
The CMA Steering Committee (SC) comprised of the CMA Treasurer (Sean Murry), CMA Managing 
Secretary (Ed Debicki) and a CMA member (Jonathan Forrest) serves as the CMA’s informal executive.  
 

The SC’s duties are:  
1. seek out organizations and individuals who are willing to take on the CMA Conference in future years, 

and 
2. review and approve applications for scholarships and equipment/program funding.  
3. maintains the CMA finances 
4. communicates with members and colleagues by way of the website, e-mails, and an annual 

newsletter. 
 

The SC is also responsible for administering the CMA membership and finances. 
 

For information about the Canadian Mineral Analysts, please visit the CMA website or contact: 

mailto:wsmurry@hotmail.com


 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter – December 2024  Page 37 of 39  

 
 

 

Ed Debicki 
CMA Managing Secretary 
629 Ester Street 
Sudbury, ON  P3E 5C6 
Tel. (705) 522-5140 
Cell: (705) 923-5383 
E-mail: ed.debicki@sympatico.ca 
CMA website: www.canadianmineralanalysts.com  

 

 

Newsletter Credits 
 

This December 2024 CMA Newsletter was put together by Ed Debicki, CMA Managing Secretary.  
 
A special thank you goes to the 2024–2025 CMA Corporate Members, 2024 56th Annual CMA 
Conference Organizing Committee, Sean Murry, Mitchell Wihlidal, Ron Cardinall, George Feilders, Doug 
Pewarchuk, Don Thompson, Gilles Groulx, CALA, BCIT staff, Chantal Jolette, Russ Calow, Geo Labs, 
Michael Hinds, and everyone whose picture appears in this issue for their contributions to this Newsletter.  
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