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51st Annual Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) 
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September 8 - 12, 2019 
Niagara Falls Marriott on the Falls 

Niagara Fall, Ontario 
 

Website:  www.2019cma.com 
 

The 2019 CMA Conference and Exhibition is fast approaching. It will be held in Niagara Falls, ON on 
September 8 - 12, 2019 at the Niagara Falls Marriott on the Falls. The Conference Organizing Committee, 
made up of staff from ColdBlock Technologies, Agilent Technologies, BioLINC, Brock University and Agat 
Laboratories is hard at work planning a great Conference to mark the CMA’s 51st Anniversary. Dr. Nick 
Kuryluk, ColdBlock Technologies is the Conference Chair and looks forward to welcoming everyone to 
Niagara Falls in September.  
 
Information about delegate registration, exhibitor booths, workshop, sponsorship, submission of technical 
papers, tours and social program is posted on the Conference website (www.2019cma.com). 
Accommodation in the Conference Marriott hotel is sold out but accommodation is available at the 
Marriott Fallsview across the street from the Conference hotel. There are also other accommodation 
options in Niagara Falls and area.  
 
A wide range of technical presentations are confirmed for this year’s Conference, with topics from sample 
preparation to on-line analysis. Several spots are still available for additional papers (see Conference 
website: www.2019cma.com). Papers are welcome on any and all topics related to mineral 
testing/analysis. Thursday, September 5, 2019 is the deadline for submission of titles and abstracts.  
 
Two workshops will be presented: 1) Highlights of Changes to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 by Cathy Wylie, 
CALA, and 2) Automation Seminar by FLSmidth, Questron and Agat Laboratories.  
 
Numerous social activities, and networking opportunities included a golf tournament, visit to a butterfly 
conservatory, Niagara Peninsula wine estate tour, welcome reception, banquet dinner with a Trivia Night, 
CMA Luncheon, Niagara Parks VIP Adventure Tour, Niagara River jet boat ride, and a casino evening.  
 

http://www.2019cma.com/
http://www.2019cma.com/


 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter – July 2019   Page 2 of 14  
 

 

 

 
 

 

           Local Organizing Committee 
         51st Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition 

      Conference Hotel - Marriott on the Falls 
 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to the sponsors of the 51st Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition 
 

 
 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

Tier 5 Tier 6 Tier 7 Tier 8 

  
 

  

    

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.isospark.com/


 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter – July 2019   Page 3 of 14  
 

 

CMA Annual General Meeting Announcement 
 
The 2019 Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held Wednesday, 
September 11, 2019 at the Niagara Falls Marriot on the Falls hotel in Niagara Falls, ON. The meeting is 
scheduled to immediately follow the CMA Luncheon. All CMA members are encouraged to attend. 
Anyone interested in the CMA activities is also invited to attend.  

 

 
The Value of Accreditation to Your Business 

 
Where Does Accreditation Fit into Supply Chain Management? 
 
Consider how raw materials go through a series of steps in a supply chain that eventually results in a 
final product being brought to market. During each of these steps, the materials required to produce that 
end product are subject to their own unique and specific sets of requirements and regulations. As 
companies face increased pressure to accelerate product-to-market timeframes, supply chains can 
enhance this process by providing efficiencies in cost and time, while simultaneously maintaining quality. 
Accreditation further enhances that process by adding trust and assurance, enabling confidence in both 
the final products and services, and the manner in which they are produced and placed on the market or 
used by the consumer.  
 
How Does Accreditation Impact My Business?  Or Me as a Consumer? 
 
Laboratory accreditation is highly regarded both nationally and internationally as a reliable indicator of 
technical competence. Accredited laboratories receive a form of international recognition which allows 
their data and results to be more readily accepted in overseas markets. This reduces and often 
eliminates, the need for manufacturers and exporters to have their products retested in another country. 
No longer do businesses need to be concerned that what may be acceptable in one jurisdiction won’t 
necessarily be acceptable in another. If a laboratory is accredited to the ISO/IEC 17025 standard, they 
have achieved a global standard enabling the acceptance of their data worldwide. 
 
Users of lab data can, therefore, be more confident as they rely on that data to guide critical business 
decisions, knowing that the testing laboratory met the technical competence requirements of the ISO/IEC 
17025 standard as assessed by an impartial 3rd party.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This article is reprinted with the kind permission of the Canadian Association for Laboratory Accreditation 
(CALA), an internationally recognized accreditation body, accrediting laboratories to the ISO/IEC 17025 
standard. CALA accreditation enhances laboratory excellence by improving data integrity, in turn 
strengthening business resilience and customer trust. 
 
For more information on accreditation with CALA, please visit the CALA website at www.cala.ca and look 
for the section on accreditation. The ILAC site also contains a wealth of resources to promote the value, 
awareness and understanding of accreditation. 

 
 

https://cala.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d9f25e4fbb75e37ceda112f3d&id=030ba7c666&e=f72bb616b2
https://cala.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d9f25e4fbb75e37ceda112f3d&id=6f67153b1d&e=f72bb616b2
https://cala.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d9f25e4fbb75e37ceda112f3d&id=47961b8260&e=f72bb616b2
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CMA Constitution 
 
At the CMA Annual General Meeting held September 12, 2018 in Trail, BC, a revised CMA Constitution 
was adopted. It will come into effect at the next CMA AGM to be held September 11, 2019 in Niagara 
Falls, ON  
 
Name of Organization 
 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA).  
 
Purpose of the Organization 
 

Communicate analytical technologies in the Canadian mining industry.  
 
Membership 
 

Open to analysts and technical personnel directly connected with analyses required in the mineral 
industry who have paid their annual membership fee.  
 

Membership of any member can be cancelled for unacceptable behaviour as determined by the Steering 
Committee and approved by a majority vote of the members at the Annual General Meeting (AGM).  
 
Steering Committee 
 

The CMA will be run by a Steering Committee consisting of the Treasurer, Managing Secretary and up 
to two other members. Members of the Steering Committee will be approved by a majority vote at the 
AGM. A Steering Committee member will serve until he/she elects to step down or is replaced by a 
majority vote at the AGM.  
 

The duties of the Steering Committee are: 1) approve the venue and local organizing committee (LOC) 
for the subsequent year’s Annual Conference and Exhibition, and seek out organizations and individuals 
who are willing to organize the CMA Conference and Exhibition in future years, and 2) review and 
approve: i) scholarship applications for Canadian college and university students studying fire assaying 
and/or chemical engineering technology, and ii) program and instrument/equipment grants applications 
for qualified fire assaying and/or chemical engineering technology programs in Canadian colleges and 
universities.  
 

The Treasurer will be responsible for the CMA finances and financial records.  
 

The Managing Secretary will be responsible for the day-to-day operations of the CMA.  
 

The Steering Committee may from time-to-time appoint special committees from the membership for 
specific purposes.  
 
Meetings 
 

The Steering Committee will conduct the CMA business by e-mail or telephone on an as-needed basis.  
 

An AGM of the membership will be held annually at the Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition or other 
venue. Members will be notified by e-mail of the AGM at least one week prior to the date of the AGM.  
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The Managing Secretary will prepare the AGM Agenda, and chair the AGM.  
 

The business of the AGM shall be conducted in accordance with parliamentary procedure.  
 

Motions at the AGM will be passed by a majority of those members attending the AGM.  
 

A quorum for the AGM will constitute at least one Steering Committee member, and seven CMA 
members in good standing.  
 
Finances 
 

Funds to run the CMA will be raised through individual and corporate memberships, and the proceeds 
from the Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition.  
 

The Treasurer will maintain the CMA bank account, ensure two authorized signatures are obtained on 
each cheque, maintain the CMA books, and prepare the annual financial report for presentation at the 
AGM.  
 

The annual individual and corporate membership fees shall be established at the AGM by a majority vote 
of the members.  
 

The registration fees for the Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition will be established by each 
conference LOC.  
 
Amendments to the Constitution 
 

Amendments to the CMA Constitution shall be approved by two-thirds majority of the members in 
attendance at the AGM and shall by introduced for approval at the AGM one year prior to the AGM at 
which the amendments will come into effect.  
 
Dissolution of the CMA 
 

The CMA shall be dissolved if it has failed in its purpose or becomes financially insolvent.  
 

Dissolution shall be recommended by the Steering Committee and approved by a majority of the 
members. The vote shall be conducted at the AGM or by e-mail.  
 

Upon dissolution the assets of the CMA shall be distributed to the BCIT Assayer Training Program at the 
British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT).  

 
 

CMA Scholarship Program  
 
The CMA provides scholarships to students who are enrolled in mineral science or chemical technology 
programs at Canadian colleges. The awards are not only made on the basis of the student’s academic 
performance but students are evaluated by the college on their involvement, commitment and overall 
motivation towards pursuing a career in the Canadian mining laboratory industry.  
 
In 2019, the CMA will awarded four $1,000 scholarships to students at British Columba Institute of 
Technology (BCIT) and one $1,000 scholarship to a student at CEGEP in Québec.  
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Some CMA scholarships have been named in honour of CMA members who were long time members 
and have been staunch supporters of the CMA and its activities. The individuals so honoured are Mr. 
James Tweed, Dr. Ian Devereux, Mr. Bill Clifford, and Dr. Eric Hoffman.  

The James Tweed BCIT Scholarship 
 
Presented annually at the British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT) in Vancouver. James Tweed, 

a founding member of the CMA and a past managing secretary had a lifetime 
commitment to the Canadian mining industry having worked 25 years with 
Dome Mines. 10 years as a lab manager at Dome’s Sigma Mine in Val D’or, 
Quebec and 15 years as a lab supervisor at the Dome Mine property in 
Timmins Ontario. He died August 23, 1992. In 1992 at the Val d’Or, Quebec 
conference it was decided to name the BCIT scholarship in his honour.  

His feelings for the CMA are best reflected in these words from his last 
managing secretary’s report in 1989: “I like to think that our success as an 
organization is due to many factors such as good fellowship, a chance to 
discuss problems with your peers, an opportunity to see and discuss the 
latest technology with a variety of exhibitors.  

I also think it is important for our membership to attend our annual meetings as it gives them a break from 
the daily grind and I am sure they all return to their respective laboratories with a sense of renewal”.  

The Ian Devereux Scholarship  
 
Created in 2009 at the Bathurst, New Brunswick conference and is presented annually to a student 

enrolled at the British Columbia Institute of Technology. Before his 
retirement, Dr. Ian Devereux was the Managing Director and owner of 
Rocklabs, a company that manufacturers sample preparation equipment for 
the mining industry.  

He has a MSc (Honours) degree in Chemistry as well as a PhD in 
Geochemistry. He is a Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of Chemistry and 
Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy. Professional achievements 
include receiving the ANZAC Fellow awarded by the Australian Government 
and the 1996 Mineral Industry Operating technique award from the AusIMM. 
Dr. Devereux has been a CMA member since 1967 and was presented with 
a Lifetime Membership in 2008 in recognition of his contributions to the CMA.  

As an international traveler Dr. Devereux promoted the CMA worldwide, and was a long-time advocate. 

The Bill Clifford Scholarship  
 
Created in 2015 and is awarded annually by the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) to a student enrolled 
in the BCIT Assayer Certification Training Program. Assayer Certification in BC started in 1895.  

Bill worked in the mining industry for over 50 years. He was well known and respected for his knowledge 
of the methods, products, the business, his integrity and professionalism. He was a calm caring individual 
and always a gentleman.  
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After graduating from high school, Bill started working for Swastika Laboratories in Swastika, Ontario, 
which is part of the extended “gold camp” of Kirkland Lake, Ontario. The main service of the lab was 
assaying for gold content, working with exploration companies and established mines.  

Bill started in the sample preparation room of the lab while learning the trade from the co-owners: Mr. 
William Gerrie and Dr. Douglas Ker-Lawson. Under their mentorship, Bill 
learned everything from sample preparation to all aspects of wet chemical 
analysis and fire assaying.  

Bill moved on to X-Ray Assay Laboratories Ltd., a commercial laboratory in 
Toronto, where he worked in the Analytical Lab preparing samples and 
analyzing them by x-ray fluorescence and atomic absorption methods.  

Bill then moved on to work as the Chief Assayer at Dome Mines, South 
Porcupine, Ontario, for 11 years. There he was responsible for all aspect of 
the department: personnel, budget, capital expenditures, purchasing, as well 
as ensuring the quality of analysis of 300 + samples a day – all with a keen 
focus on new method development.  

Bill joined Mines Assay Supplies in 1986 as the General Manager; his knowledge of the business and 
products dovetailed nicely into sales. Mines Assay was purchased by Anachemia Science in 1993. Bill 
managed the Kirkland Lake Branch for 11 years before moving to a Director of Sales position at 
Anachemia in the Vancouver Office where he worked until he retired.  

Bill became a member of the Canadian Mineral Analysis in 1976 and he remained active until his passing 
in May 2015. He was Secretary and Treasurer for many years. When mining had slow years and there 
was some doubt that the annual conference would happen, Bill took up the cause and was known at the 
annual event to be always on the lookout for someone who would commit to “Host” the next conference. 
Bill was instrumental in ensuring the CMA continued each year. He was also instrumental in assisting 
Jack Simmons to set up the Society of Mineral Analysts in the US.  

Bill was very passionate and committed to the continuing education of people who were interested in 
entering the mining industry. This was evidenced through not only his active membership in the CMA and 
SMA, but also through the mentorship and support he offered others.  

Over the years Bill never stopped growing or learning. He took a two-year course in General Chemistry, 
a course to study conversational French, safety courses, photography, golf lessons, to name a few. He 
volunteered for the United Way, the CNIB, the Canadian Red Cross, the United Church, a Christmas 
Food Fund, he coached soccer, and he was an avid Toronto Maple Leafs fan.  

Bill enjoyed his annual family fishing trips and treasured his family. He is sadly missed by all who knew 
him and shared his life.  
 
The Eric Hoffman Scholarship  
 
Created in 2016 and is presented annually by the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) to a student enrolled 
at the British Columbia Institute of Technology. Eric Hoffman was an economic geologist with over 30 
years of experience in minerals exploration, analysis, and management. He passed away on July 10, 
2015. In 1974, he received his Bachelor of Science (Hons.) in Geology and his Masters of Science in 
Geology in 1975, both from McGill University. In 1974, Eric was awarded the Logan Gold Medal for 
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Highest Standing and graduated with First Class Honours with Great Distinction. He received his Ph.D. 
in Geology from the University of Toronto in 1978.  

The Canadian Innovation Leader Award was presented to Eric in 2009 by the 
Government of Canada. In 2013, Eric received the Association of Applied 
Geochemists’ Gold Medal for outstanding scientific achievement in applied 
geochemistry. In 1987, Eric established Activation Laboratories Ltd. (Actlabs) 
Group of Companies with a focus on commercializing innovative technologies 
with the highest quality standards for the minerals, metallurgy, petroleum, life 
sciences, environmental, forensics, material testing and agricultural 
industries.  

He achieved global success by growing Actlabs into 27 laboratories in 12 
countries. In 2014, Actlabs opened a new 200,000 square foot global 
headquarters in Ancaster, Ontario. Eric was a long-time member of the 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA), a regular attendee at the annual CMA Conference, and an active 
participant at the annual CMA business meetings.  

 

2018 - 2019 CMA Corporate Members 
 

Corporate Membership in the CMA runs from September 1st to August 31st of the following year. The 
annual Corporate Membership fee is CDN$500. For information on CMA Corporate Membership, 
including benefits of Corporate Membership, visit the CMA website or contact Ed Debicki, Managing 
Secretary.  
 
Listed below are the current CMA Corporate Members. Several of the members have provided a one-
page information sheet which outlines the products and services they provide.  

 

 

New Gold Inc. - New Afton Mine 
Assay Lab 
PO Box 948 
Kamloops, BC V2L 5N4 
Tel. (250) 377-2885 
E-mail: john.andrew@newgold.com 
Website: www.newgold.com 

 
 
 

mailto:john.andrew@newgold.com
http://www.newgold.com/
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Prolite Systems Inc. 
20127 113b Avenue 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X 0Z1 Canada 
Tel. (604) 460-8250 
Fax. (604) 460-8254 
E-mail: brad@prolitepiping.com 
Website: www.prolitepiping.com 

 

 
 

mailto:brad@prolitepiping.com
http://www.prolitepiping.com/
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SGS Canada Inc. 
PO Box 4300, 185 Concession Street 
Lakefield, ON K0L 2H0 
Tel. (705) 652-2000 
Fax. (705) 652-6365 
E-mail: ken.maley@sgs.com 
Website: www.sgs.com 

 

 

mailto:ken.maley@sgs.com
http://www.sgs.com/
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Geoscience Laboratories 
Willet Green Miller Centre 
933 Ramsey Lake Road 
Sudbury, ON P3E 6B5 
Tel. (705) 670-5643 
Fax. (705) 670-3047 
E-mail: john.beals@ontario.ca 
Website: www.mndm.gov.on.ca 

 

 

mailto:john.beals@ontario.ca
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/
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Hoskin Scientific 
4210 Morris Drive 
Burlington, ON L7L 5L6 
Tel. (905) 333-5510 
E-mail: jzambito@hoskin.ca 
Website: www.hoskin.ca 

For over 70 years Hoskin Scientific has provided expert consultative support to find the right product 
to fit your application needs. Whether you require monitoring or testing instrumentation, rentals or 
service, we are where you need us to be across Canada. 
 
Our Materials Testing Department offers testing equipment for rock, aggregates, soil, asphalt, 
petroleum, concrete and cement. Our qualified sales associates focus on providing a sophisticated 
range of testing equipment complying with the various test methods, ensuring that accurate and 
consistent test results are always obtained. 
 

Our Environmental Department provides solutions for monitoring and sampling biological and 
chemical parameters in the environment. Our team of environmental sales representatives and 
diverse product range guarantee that you will find the right products for your application. Specific 
areas include: water quality, water quantity, soil moisture, plant science, weather stations, indoor air 
quality, aquatic sampling, and oceanography. 
 

Our Instrumentation Department focuses on a wide range of products including optical camera 
systems, transducers and transmitters, data acquisitions and loggers, signal conditioners and 
indicators, automation sensors and measurement systems. We have technical sales associates that 
are trained in various areas and willing to help you with your instrumentation requirements. 
 

We offer high quality, proven equipment that will provide the user with valuable data as well as 
numerous ways of retrieving, filtering and viewing that data. We carry a wide range of 
instrumentation, including: water quality, portable gas monitors, soil sampling instruments and 
more. 
 

Rental Equipment: Customer satisfaction is our goal and we make every effort to ensure that all our 
customers are satisfied with their rental. All rental instruments are cleaned and calibrated before 
being sent to the user (please note that we also require equipment to be returned clean). If a rental 
instrument requires recalibration, please return the instrument to us and we will recalibrate at no 
charge. Any instrument not functioning properly can be exchanged at no cost. 
 

Hoskin Scientific offers technical support over the phone and can also provide hands on 
demonstrations. 
 

Check our website www.hoskin.ca for current offerings. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:jzambito@hoskin.ca
http://www.hoskin.ca/
http://www.hoskin.ca/
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Call for Interest in Hosting a 
Future CMA Conference and Exhibition 

 
The CMA Conference and Exhibition relies on individuals and organizations to volunteer to organize and 
host the annual Conference. Currently, the CMA is canvassing its members, exhibitors and other 
interested parties to secure a host and venue for a future Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition to be 
held in mid-September each year.  
 
Ideally, the annual CMA Conference and Exhibition should shift back and forth between Eastern Canada 
and Western Canada.  
 
If you are interested in hosting a future CMA Conference and Exhibition, please contact Ed Debicki, 
Managing Secretary.  

 
 

Members-only Page – CMA Website 
 

At the 2017 CMA Business Meeting held in Kamloops, BC, a decision was made to no longer produce a 
Conference DVD with delegate and exhibitor lists, technical papers, photographs, etc. The rationale for 
this decision was to eliminate the cost of producing and mailing the DVD, plus the changes in computer 
technology where many computers no longer have a DVD player.  
 
In its place, a Members-only Page was established on the CMA website. The content consists of the list 
of delegates and exhibitors, technical papers, and photographs for each annual Conference starting with 
the 2017 CMA Conference. This page is accessible to CMA individual and corporate members, and the 
delegates and exhibitors of the annual CMA Conference and Exhibition. The Members-only page is only 
accessible by username and password. Everyone eligible to access the page is notified by e-mail. 

 
 

Newsletter Submissions for Next Issue 
 

Submissions for the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter are always welcome. The next issue 
is scheduled for the late fall 2019 following the CMA Conference in Niagara Falls, Ontario.  
 
Submissions should be forwarded to Ed Debicki, Managing Secretary, no later than October 18, 2019.  
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Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) 

 

The Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA), formed in 1969, is an association comprised of: 1) Canadian 
earth science, mineral exploration and mining analytical laboratories in government, academic 
institutions, mining industry, and the private/commercial sector; 2) manufacturers and suppliers of 
instruments and equipment for analytical laboratories; and 3) suppliers of laboratory consumables.  
 
The annual CMA Conference and Exhibition is held in mid-September in a different Canadian city. The 
first Conference was held in Rouyn–Noranda, Quebec in 1969.  
 
The mission of the CMA is to ‘communicate analytical technologies in the Canadian mining industry’.  
 
The CMA is a not-for-profit organization with membership dues and proceeds from the annual CMA 
Conference and Exhibition used to provide: 1) scholarships for Canadian college and university students 
studying fire-assaying and/or chemical engineering technology, and 2) equipment and program grants to 
qualified fire-assaying and/or chemical engineering technology programs in Canadian colleges and 
universities.  
 
The CMA membership year was revised in 2018 to run from September 1st to August 31st of the following 
year. The 2019 – 2020 membership year will run from September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020.  
 
For individual and corporate membership information in the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) visit the 
CMA website or contact: 
 

Ed Debicki 
CMA Managing Secretary 
629 Ester Street 
Sudbury, ON  P3E 5C6 
Tel. (705) 522-5140 
Cell: (705) 923-5383 
E-mail: ed.debicki@sympatico.ca 
 

CMA website:  www.canadianmineralanalysts.com  
 
An Individual Membership Form and a Corporate Membership Form, along with an outline of benefits in 
each membership category, can be found on the CMA website.  

 
 

mailto:ed.debicki@sympatico.ca
http://www.canadianmineralanalysts.com/

