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Announcement 
52nd Annual Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) 

Conference and Exhibition 
October 18 – 22, 2020 

Holiday Inn & Suites, Pointe Claire, Québec 
 

Website: www.cma2020.com 
 
The 2020 CMA Conference and Exhibition will be held in Pointe Claire, QC, on October 18 – 22, 2020 at 
the Holiday Inn & Suites, 6700 Trans Canada (Route 40), 11 km from the Pierre Elliot Trudeau 
International Airport.  
 

SCP Science is host for the Conference, with George Feilders being the Conference Chair. The local 
organizing committee is hard at work planning a great event to mark the 52nd anniversary of the CMA 
Conference! 
 

Information about accommodation, delegate registration, exhibitor booths, sponsorship, submission of 
technical presentations, workshops, tours and social program will be posted in the near future on the 
Conference website (www.cma2020.com).  
 

 
 

Manufacturers of products for Atomic  
Spectroscopy & Environmental Chemistry 

 
2020 - 40th Anniversary Year 

 
ISO 9001 Certified - ISO 17025 / 17034 Accredited  

SCP Science – Host of the 52nd Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition 
Conference Hotel – Holiday Inn & Suites, 

Pointe Claire, Québec 
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Report of the 51st Annual Canadian Mineral 
Analysts (CMA) Conference and Exhibition 

Niagara Falls, ON, September 8 – 12, 2019 
 
The 51st Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition was held in Niagara Falls, ON, September 8 – 12, 2019 
at the Niagara Falls Marriott on the Falls. The Conference was hosted by staff of ColdBlock Technologies 
Inc., Agilent Technologies Canada Inc., Agat Laboratories Ltd. and BioLinc (Brock University). Nick 
Kuryluk served as the Conference Chair. A big thank you goes out to Nick and his Organizing Committee, 
who organized an exceptional program of technical presentations, workshop, exhibit booths, tours, and 
social events. There were 144 attendees, 35 exhibit booths, 1 workshop instructed by Cathy Wylie 
(CALA), and 23 technical presentations. The Best Technical Paper was won by Oliver Buettel, Analytik 
Jena US, for his paper ‘Fluorine Analysis with Solid AA® CS – A New Solution to an Old Challenge AA’. 
The Best Technical Paper Runner Up was won by Ed Paski, Analytical Innovations, for his paper 
‘Decision Rules for Multianalyte Tests’. The Best Exhibit Booth prize was captured (for the nth time) by 
VWR/Anachemia.  
 
Thank you to the sponsors who generously supported the 51st Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition:  
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Best Golfer Award presented by Nick 
Kuryluk to Scott Daniels (left) 

Best Golfer Runner Up Awards presented 
by Nick Kuryluk (centre) to Richard Bredl 

(left) and Brad McBain (right) 

Certificate of Appreciation presented to 
2018 CMA Trail, BC Conference Organizing 
Committee Richard Bredl (right) and Scott 

Daniels (centre). Presentation by Nick 
Kuryluk (left) 

 

  

 

 
Workshop 1 Presenter – 

Cathy Wylie 
Workshop 2 Presenter – 

Manjinder Phull 
Workshop 2 Presenter – 

Arnoux van der Westuizen 
Workshop 2 Presenter – 

Alex Kuhnert 
 

 
Organizing Committee –  

Nicky Chapman, Alan Jakovac,  
Lorie-Anne Doig 

Organizing 
Committee – 

Lorie-Anne Doig 
Organizing Committee 

Organizing Committee –  
Conference Chair – Nick Kuryluk 

 

Technical Presentations Room Welcome Reception Welcome Reception Welcome Reception 

 

   
Best Technical Paper Award 

presented to Oliver Buettel (right) 
by Glenn Graham 

Best Exhibit Booth Award presented by Neil 
Banerjee (left) to VWR/Anachemia (Sean 

Murry and Lisa Atkins) 

Best Technical Paper Runner Up Award 
presented to Ed Paski (left) by Brian Wong 
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Gala Dinner Overlooking 

Niagara Falls 
Gala Dinner Gala Dinner Contest Gala Dinner Contest Winners  

 
Exhibit Booths 
 

Agilent Technologies, Inc. Analytik Jena Assay Net Canada Inc. Bruker Corporation 

    
Burgener Research CALA Canalytical Delta Scientific 

Elemental Scientific FLSmidth Ltd. Geoscience Laboratories Herzog Automation Corp. 

   
Independent Laboratory 

Supplies 
Isomass Scientific Inc. IsoSpark Analytical Solutions Katanax 

 
KLEN International Laval Lab Inc. LECO Corporation LECO Corporation Bus 
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Malvern Panalytical Metrohm Canada Inc. PerkinElmer Prolite Systems Inc. 

Proto XRD Questron Technologies Corp. Rigaku Romquest Technologies 

 
Scott Technologies Ltd. SCP Science SCP Science SKALAR 

Thermo Fisher Scientific/ 
Inter Fusao 

Thermo Fisher Scientific/ 
Inter Fusao 

VWR/Anachemia XRF Scientific Americas Inc. 

 
 
 

Highlights of the CMA Annual General 
Meeting: September 11, 2019 

 
The CMA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Wednesday, September 11, 2019 in the 
Oakes South Room of the Niagara Falls Marriott on the Falls, following the annual CMA Luncheon. 
Eighteen members were in attendance.  
 
Highlights of the AGM include: 

 Sean Murry will continue as CMA Treasurer, and Ed Debicki will continue as CMA 
Managing Secretary. 

 Sean Murry, Jonathan Forrest and Ed Debicki will continue as the Steering Committee 
to seek organizations to host the annual CMA Conference, and review and approve 
applications for scholarships, equipment/instrument funding, and program funding.  
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 Sean Murry presented the CMA Financial Statement (see below), and indicated the 
CMA is in good financial shape. 

 Membership dues for 2019-2020 will remain unchanged for individual ($50), student, 
retired and inactive ($25), and corporate ($500) members.  

 Nick Kuryluk, 2019 Conference Chair, provided a summary for the Niagara Falls CMA 
Conference, and indicated that the profit/loss estimate was not available because of 
financial adjustments that may have to be made with the Conference hotel as only 70 
of the 100 blocked-out hotel rooms were reserved by attendees.  
o On behalf of the CMA, Nick and his organizing committee were thanked for putting 

on a superb Conference in a picturesque setting.  
o Student participation was lower than expected, and it was suggested that one way of 

attracting students would be to implement a ‘Best Paper’ student award.  
 Managing Secretary, Ed Debicki, summarized some of his activities during the year. 

o The membership year now runs from September 1st to August 31st of the following 
year to more closely coincide with the annual CMA conference which is held in mid-
September.  

o For the 2018-2019 membership year ending August 31, 2019, there were 49 CMA 
individual memberships, 2 lifetime memberships and 5 corporate memberships.  

o For the 2019-2020 membership year starting September 1, 2019, there were 6 
individual memberships, 3 lifetime memberships and 1 corporate membership. An 
additional 38 individual and 3 corporate memberships were added as result of 
registrations for the Niagara Falls, ON CMA Conference.  

o The ‘Members Only’ web page was updated with the addition of the delegate and 
exhibitor lists, technical papers, and photographs. The username and password 
required to access the ‘Members Only’ page were sent to current members and CMA 
Conference attendees.  

o Revisions and updates to the CMA website were done in collaboration with the CMA 
webmaster.  

o The CMA Facebook page was inactive and received very few visits.  
o Reorganization of the CMA files was completed, and it was determined the files are 

very complete. Wes Johnson was able to provide missing copies of several 
Conference Proceedings volumes.  

o CMA advertising and communication included updates to the CMA website and 
publication of two CMA newsletters.  

o A Wikipedia entry was prepared and an attempt to post the entry was declined by 
Wikipedia because there were no published references or external links. Further 
edits will be required to meet the Wikipedia requirements.  

 The 2020 CMA Conference was approved to be hosted in Montreal, QC by SCP 
Science. Dates will be October 18-22, 2020, one month later than usual. The Chair for 
the Montreal CMA Conference is to be determined.  

 An amended CMA Constitution, reviewed and approved at the September 12, 2018 
CMA AGM, came into effect at this CMA AGM. A copy is posted on the CMA website.  

 Neil Banerjee suggested the CMA Conference consider asking presenters for extended 
abstracts to be included in the CMA Conference Program and Abstracts volume. This 
would give the CMA more visibility.  

 Alex Kuhnert commented on the 1992 CMA methods manual and suggested it be made 
available for purchase. Ed Debicki noted that one or two copies were sold annually and 
was made available electronically to anyone who purchases a copy. Elaine Woo 
commented that such documents generally are not big sellers.  

 Elaine Woo thanked the CMA for the scholarships and equipment grant funding to BCIT.  
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CMA Financial Statement  
September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2019 

 
Comments for the 2019 CMA Financial Statement (Prepared by Sean Murry, CMA Treasurer) 
 
1. The CMA is in a healthy financial position.  
2. The 2018 Conference in Trail/Rossland, BC was a great success, generating a total profit of 

$29,065.52. Congratulations to Richard Bredl (Teck Operations) and his team. 
3. With the realignment of the CMA membership year, a few memberships were paid totalling $225.00.  
4. Four $1,000 scholarships were awarded to BCIT (Burnaby, BC) and one $1,000 scholarship was 

awarded to CÉGEP (Sept-Îles, QC) in 2019.  
5. BCIT was issued an equipment grant for a total of $20,000 to be used towards the purchase of a 

micro-balance.  
6. The 2018 Conference advance of $1,000 advance was recovered.  
7. The 2019 Conference was provided with a $20,000 advance.  
 
 
 

CMA Scholarships 
 

The CMA awards $1,000 scholarships annually to students enrolled in chemical engineering technology 
or fire assay programs in qualified Canadian colleges and universities. In most years up to six $1,000 
scholarships can be awarded. Four scholarships are named in honour of James Tweed, Bill Clifford, Ian 
Devereux and Eric Hoffman. With the demise of the BC Certified Assayers Foundation applications are 
no longer received from the Foundation.  
 
In 2019, five scholarships were awarded to two Canadian colleges: British Columbia Institute of 
Technology (BCIT) in Surrey, BC, and CÉGEP in Sept-Îles, QC. One less scholarship was awarded in 
2019 because no other institutions submitted applications for scholarships.  
 
BCIT Scholarships: 
 
 James Tweed Scholarship:  Victoria Tran 
 Eric Hoffman Scholarship: Afif Kabir 
 Ian Devereux Scholarship: Joe Tang 
 Bill Clifford Scholarship: Mooi Goh 
 
CÉGEP Scholarship:  
 
 Unnamed Scholarship: Yohan Cormier 
 
Thank-you letters were received from Joe Tang and Victoria Tran, BCIT students. Both letters are 
reprinted below and sincerely express their gratitude in receiving a CMA scholarship.  
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Victoria Tran (left) and Joe Tang (centre), BCIT Students with Instructor Lynn Erickson 
 

 
 

November 6, 2019 
 
To the Donor of the Ian Devereux Award: 
 
Thank you for providing achieving students a chance to further their education with the Ian 
Devereux Award. I am very pleased and appreciative to learn that I was selected as the recipient 
of this scholarship award. 
 
To let you know a bit about myself, I was previously a Chemical Engineering Graduate from 
Queens University. I decided to pursue a career as a laboratory technician after graduating and 
am currently studying at BCIT to achieve this. Currently, I am enrolled in the Chemical and 
Environmental Technology Diploma Program here at BCIT.  
 
By awarding me the Ian Devereux Award, you have reduced my own burdens, which will allow me 
to focus on achieving my goals, and you have also shown me how diligence is rewarded. I hope to 
one day give back, both to the schools which provided me the opportunity to pursue my dreams, 
and to my fellow students who are likewise pursuing their own passions. Thank you for your 
generosity.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe Tang 
 
Recipient of the 2019 CMA Ian Devereux Scholarship Award 
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June 10, 2019 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am sincerely happy and honored to have been selected as the recipient of the James Tweed 
CMA Award. Thank you for your generosity which will help me to achieve greater success in the 
future. 
 
After my high school graduation in Vietnam, my home country, I got accepted into the 
Chemical and Environmental Technology program at BCIT. As an international student, it was 
quite challenging for me to study and communicate all in English — a language that is not my 
mother tongue. However, with the great support that I received from my family, instructors, 
classmates, and the BCIT Student Association, my two years at BCIT have been a wonderful 
experience for me. Not only did I have the chance to widen my knowledge, but I also had the 
opportunity to meet and make friends with amazing people. To add on to all of those amazing 
things, it was my honor to receive the James Tweed CMA Award from you. 
 
I am now working at a gas packaging company called Praxair. My short-term goal is to put all 
the skills and knowledge that I have learned from BCIT into practice so as to meet my job 
requirements. Once my career is stabled, my long-term goal is to go back to school to get a 
degree in Environmental Engineering Technology. As I have completed my education at BCIT, 
I am very thankful for your thoughtful gift. This will motivate me to make more efforts to 
achieve greater success in both the academic and career paths. 
 
I really apologize that I will not be able to attend the award ceremony due to my work 
schedule. I have just been offered this position for one week and I am under intense training at 
the moment. The person whom I will be replacing only has one month to train me before they 
get retired, while I still have a lot of things to learn from them. It is such a great pity that I will 
not be able to come to meet and express my gratitude to your generosity in person. 
 
Thank you again for your thoughtful and generous gift. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Thu Nguyen Anh Tran (Victoria Tran) 
 
Recipient of the 2019 CMA James Tweed Scholarship Award 
 

 
 
 

Lab Humour 
 
New Acid 
 

Rob: “I hear you invented a new acid that will eat through anything.” 
Bob: “Yep. Now I’m trying to invent something to keep it in.”  
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Rules of the Laboratory 
 
1. If an experiment works, something has gone wrong. 
2. When you don’t know what you’re doing, do it neatly. 
3. Experiments must be reproduceable, they should fail the same way each time. 
4. First draw your curves, then plot your data. 
5. Experience is directly proportional to equipment ruined. 
6. Always keep a record of your data. It indicates that you have been working. 
7. To do a job really well, have your report done well in advance. 
8. If you can’t get the answer in the usual manner, start at the answer and derive the question. 
9. In case of doubt, make it sound convincing. 
10. Do not believe in miracles – rely on them. 
11. Teamwork is essential, it allows you to blame someone else. 
12. All unmarked beakers contain fast-acting, extremely toxic poisons. 
13. No experiment is a complete failure. At least it can serve as a negative example. 
14. Any delicate and expensive piece of glassware will break before any use can be made of it. 
 
 
 

2019 - 2020 CMA Corporate Members 
 

 

Prolite Systems Inc. 
20127 113B Avenue 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X 0Z1 Canada 
Tel. (604) 460-8250 
E-mail: brad@prolitepiping.com 
Website: www.prolitepiping.com 

 

New Gold Inc. 
New Afton Mine Assay Lab 
PO Box 948 
Kamloops, BC V2L 5N4 
Tel. (250) 377-2885 
E-mail: john.andrew@newgold.com 
Website: www.newgold.com 

 Activation Laboratories Ltd.  
41 Bittern Street 
Ancaster, ON L9G 4V5 
Tel. (905) 648-9611 
E-mail: robhoffman@actlabs.com 
Website: www.actlabs.com 
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Scott Technologies Inc. 
973 West 3rd Street 
North Vancouver, BC V7P 1E4 
Tel. (647) 389-9254 
E-mail: ggraham@scottautomation.com 
Website: www.scottautomation.com 

 Romquest Technologies Corp. 
64 Guided Court 
Toronto, ON M9V 4K6 
Tel. (416) 742-9068 
E-mail: chris@romquest.com 
Website: www.romquest.com 

 

Independent Laboratory Supplies 
   Americas Ltd. 
12 – 868 Falconbridge Road 
Sudbury, ON P3A 5K7 
Tel. (705) 524-8805 
E-mail: timothy.e@indlabsupplies.com 
Website: www.indlabsupplies.com 

 
For information on CMA Corporate Membership, including benefits of Corporate Membership, visit the 
CMA website or contact Ed Debicki, Managing Secretary.  
 
 
 

Call for Interest in Hosting  
A Future CMA Conference and Exhibition 

 
The CMA Conference and Exhibition relies on individuals and organizations to volunteer to organize and 
host the annual CMA Conference and Exhibition. The 2020 CMA Conference and Exhibition will be held 
in Pointe Claire, QC and hosted by SCP Science.  
 
If members, exhibitors or other interested parties are interested in hosting a CMA Conference and 
Exhibition in 2021 or future years, please contact Ed Debicki, Managing Secretary. 
 
 
 

Newsletter Submissions – Next Issue 
 

Submissions for the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) Newsletter are always welcome. The next issue 
is scheduled for the summer 2020 prior to the 52nd Annual CMA Conference and Exhibition.  
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Submissions should be forwarded to Ed Debicki, Managing Secretary, no later than July 17, 2020.  
 
 
 
 

 

Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) 

 

The Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA), formed in 1969, is comprised of:  
1. Canadian earth science, mineral exploration and mining analytical laboratories in government, 

academic institutions, mining industry, and the private/commercial sector;  
2. manufacturers and suppliers of instruments and equipment for analytical laboratories; and  
3. suppliers of laboratory consumables.  
 
The annual CMA Conference and Exhibition is held in mid-September in a different Canadian city. The 
first Conference was held in Rouyn–Noranda, Québec in 1969.  
 
The mission of the CMA is to ‘communicate analytical technologies in the Canadian mining industry’.  
 
The CMA is a not-for-profit organization with membership dues and proceeds from the annual CMA 
Conference and Exhibition used to provide:  
1. scholarships for Canadian college and university students studying fire-assaying and/or chemical 

engineering technology; and  
2. equipment/instrument and program grants to qualified fire-assaying and/or chemical engineering 

technology programs in Canadian colleges and universities.  
 
For individual and corporate membership information in the Canadian Mineral Analysts (CMA) visit the 
CMA website or contact: 
 

Ed Debicki 
CMA Managing Secretary 
629 Ester Street 
Sudbury, ON P3E 5C6 
Tel. (705) 522-5140 
Cell: (705) 923-5383 
E-mail: ed.debicki@sympatico.ca 
 

CMA website: www.canadianmineralanalysts.com  
 
An Individual Membership Form and a Corporate Membership Form, along with an outline of benefits in 
each membership category, are available on the CMA website.  
 
Effective September 1, 2019, the membership year for individual and corporate memberships now runs 
from September 1st to August 31st of the following year. The membership year now more closely follows 
the dates for the annual CMA Conference and Exhibition which is traditionally held in mid-September. 
This will ensure that anyone purchasing a CMA membership as part of their CMA Conference registration 
will receive a full year membership in the CMA.  
 


